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Migrant workers make up most of the workforce in Thailand's fishing sector. Ensuring that

they are aware of their rights, and know how to find help if they need it, is essential to prevent

abusive labour practices. A new video provides these workers with the information they need,

in the languages they speak.

BANGKOK – IOM X (a joint initiative between the International Organization for

Migration/IOM and the United States Agency for International Development/USAID) and the

ILO Ship to Shore Rights Project (funded by the European Union/EU) today premiered the

video, Real Life of Fishers, which provides migrant workers in the fishing sector with

information on their rights and recourse.

The 11-minute video, available in Khmer, Myanmar and Thai, is aimed at the approximately

60,000 migrant workers in the Thai fishing industry, encouraging informed migration.

The video includes:

Information migrants need before deciding to work in the fishing sector and signing a

contract;

Basic information for migrants on work contracts, minimum wage and payment, equipment

on board, medical care and the responsibilities of fisher vessel owners; and

How to connect with unions, civil society organizations and government officials for help with

violations.

According to ILO’s March 2018 Ship to Shore Rights baseline survey on working conditions in

Thai fishing and seafood processing, only 26 per cent of workers who experienced labour

violations sought help. Bringing worker questions and complaints to the attention of authorities

for action is a key goal for the project partners.

Real Life of Fishers will be disseminated through social media and education campaigns by ILO

and IOM partners in Thailand, as well as the Royal Thai Government’s Ministry of Labour.
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Factsheet about Exploitation in the Fishing Industry.pdf
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ABOUT IOM X

IOM X is the International Organization for Migration’s (IOM) innovative campaign to encourage safe migration
and public action to stop exploitation and human trafficking.

The campaign leverages the power and popularity of media and technology to inspire young people and their
communities to act against human trafficking. IOM X moves beyond raising awareness to effecting behaviour
change by applying a Communication for Development (C4D), evidenced-based and participatory framework to
tailor messaging for its activities.

The campaign is produced in partnership with the United States Agency for International Development (USAID).

Learn more at IOMX.org
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