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Fishing is one of the biggest industries in Asia Pacific. 

It is estimated that forced labour in the agriculture sector – which includes fishing – 
generates USD 400 million in illegal profits annually in Asia Pacific.  An estimated 
1 million people in Asia Pacific are victims of forced labour in the agricultural sector. 

Owners of fishing vessels are able to increase their profits by underpaying (or not paying) workers, 
forcing them to work long hours with no weekly day off and not respecting safety laws.  

An estimated 54.8 million people are working in the fishing industry worldwide, which includes 38.3 million 
on fishing vessels at sea.  A large proportion of these workers are boys and men from developing countries. 

More and more, fishing vessels need to go far from coasts to reach abundant fishing grounds, and this leads to 
more crew being employed in long-distance fishing operations for long periods of time. The isolation resulting 
from this new fishing practice makes it easier to exploit workers.

Working conditions on fishing boats are often extremely difficult. Fishermen sometimes face 18-20 hour workdays, 
live in cramped quarters, face drinking water and food shortages, and are required to work even when they are tired or ill. 

Boat owners and managers sometimes prevent fishermen from leaving through threats of financial penalty and physical violence. 
In some cases, trafficked fishermen are kept working on boats for many years without pay.
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Visit IOMX.org/FISH to learn more.
#ICareDoYou #IOMX

This is a common recruitment pattern for victims of 
human trafficking in the fishing industry:

A broker offering work in the construction, manufacturing or agricultural 
sector approaches young men in their community. The pay offered is 
between USD 100 to USD 250 per month. The recruited workers don’t 
have sufficient funds to pay for their journey to the jobsite, so they agree 
to pay the broker’s fees from their wages after they begin work. The 
broker provides transportation. If it requires crossing a border, the broker 
either continues with the recruited workers on the other side of the 
border, or hands them over to a new broker at the border crossing. Once 
they arrive at the coast, the workers are then passed to another broker 
who sells them to a boat owner or boat captain. Typically, the victims 
have no idea where they are or what has happened until they are handed 
over to the traffickers in the port area, who place them on a boat. Some 
of workers may subsequently be transferred or sold from one boat to 
another boat, at sea.
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