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In April 2015, IOM X partnered with Microsoft to develop 6Degree.org, the 
world’s first crowdfunding portal that enables the public to directly support 
the sustainable reintegration of individual human trafficking victims. 
 
Because a survivor’s anonymity is their most important form of protection, 
6Degree does not use photographs of faces and modifies information that 
could compromise their safety or chances of a normal life. Each survivor’s 
story is told through interactive story maps, which strike a balance between 
protecting the victim’s identity, and telling a compelling story to potential 
funders. By following the stories icon by icon, the user can understand the 
circumstances that led to the person being trafficked, appreciate the 
challenges faced during exploitation, learn how they reclaimed their 
freedom and discover what their dreams and ambitions are for the future.
 
Determining the specific amount of funding required for each victim’s 
voluntary return is the responsibility of IOM Case Officers who work on-the-
ground. With the consent and active participation of each survivor, IOM 
Case Officers conduct an individual needs assessment to see how they can 
best ensure the safety of individual beneficiaries while helping them towards 
social and economic self-sufficiency.

IOM X, Microsoft, USAID and AvePoint held a demonstration of 6Degree for 
media on 23 June 2015. Over 30 journalists attended, including AFP, 
Reuters and Channel News Asia. Coverage of the event made the world’s 
most read publications, including the New York Times and the UK Daily 
Mail, which have a combined readership of over 100 million.


NEWS AND ONLINE 
REACH




Mentions of 6Degree 
generated 1,719,818 

impressions on Twitter   
reaching 638,237 users



Mentions of IOM X 
generated

262,564 impressions on 
Twitter reaching 192,060 

users


IOM X’s Facebook and 
Twitter pages generated 

6,995 unique 
interactions and 6,100 
new Facebook likes 

Media event generated 
more than 50 articles 

and broadcasts, with an 
estimated PR value of 

US$274,300




“6Degree is the first 
time we have been 
able to provide 
individual donors 
with direct access to 
supporting a proven 
and time-tested 
mechanism for 
helping individual 
survivors of 
trafficking. I am 
excited by the 
possibilities this 
technology opens up 
for organizations 
such as IOM, and the 
opportunity to give 
more victims of 
human trafficking a 
second chance at 
life.”

- Andrew Bruce, 
Regional Director, IOM 
Regional Office for Asia 
and the Pacific 

6DEGREE CASE STUDY
Twenty-three year old Xiao Fang is 
from West Kalimantan in Indonesia. 
She was still a minor when she was 
first offered a job in a restaurant 
with the promise of a good wage in 
Java. Instead, she was tricked and 
forced to work as a domestic 
worker in Surabaya, East Java, 
ultimately enduring psychological 
and physical abuse for six years 
without being paid. Her case, which 
requested $1500, was fully funded 
within only five days of being 
published on 6Degree. Through the 
generous donations, IOM was able 
to cover the cost of her 
reintegration, provide psychological 
support and vocational training to 
prevent re-trafficking. 

IMPACT
As a result of this activity, US$3,819 has been raised. 6Degree’s potential has been recognized at the 
highest levels of the organization and motions are in place for securing Phase II funding and a continued 
partnership with Microsoft to develop and institutionalize 6Degree as IOM’s principle mechanism to 
connect private donors with individual survivors.







Raises awareness 
through stories.







Provides a concrete 
avenue for action.







Helps a trafficking 
survivor get home.

	  3 WAYS 6DEGREE IS MAKING A DIFFERENCE	  







58 donations made to 6Degree, 
through 40 donors







US$3,819 donated to 6Degree
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 It is one of the fastest growing 
criminal activities in the world, 

generating   

Industries with reports of 
human trafficking 
and exploitation 
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IOM X color palette 
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Types of 
Human Trafficking 

and Exploitation
 

Debt Bondage Forced Domestic Work

Sex Trafficking Child Sex Trafficking Child Soldiers

Forced Child Labour Forced Begging Forced Marriage

Organ Trafficking

Labour Trafficking
 

Debt Bondage Forced Domestic Work

Sex Trafficking Child Sex Trafficking Child Soldiers

Forced Child Labour Forced Begging Forced Marriage

Organ Trafficking

20.9 million 
men, women and children are living 

as victims of human trafficking globally, 
and more than half of these are in 

Asia Pacific. every year.

11.7
                              million

56%
                             of the global total

Domestic work Fishing Agriculture

Construction Manufacturing Entertainment

That’s about  
3 out of every 1,000 people.

In the Asia 
and Pacific region: 
There are 

or

victims 
of human trafficking. 
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