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THAILAND HUMAN TRAFFICKING FACT SHEET

1. Human trafficking is the buying, selling, recruit-
ment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt
of men, women and children within countries and
across borders through deceptive or threatening
means for the purpose of sexual exploitation,
forced labour, forced begging, illegal adoption,
organ removal and forced marriage.

2. The United Nations’ International Labour Orga-
nization (ILO) estimates that more than 20.9 million
adults and children are victims of human trafficking.
Of these victims, according to the ILO, over 55 per
cent are women and girls, and at least 4.5 million
are victims of forced sexual exploitation.

3. People are trafficked from, through and into
Thailand for sexual exploitation, forced domestic
work, begging, and forced labour in the fishing,
construction, factory and low-end garment indus-
tries.

4. Internal and cross border trafficking of women
and children for sexual exploitation, and men and
boys for the fishing industry are prevalent human
trafficking trends in Thailand.

5. Men, women and children trafficked into Thai-
land experience the withholding of travel docu-
ments, migrant registration cards and work permits,
as well as withholding of wages (debt bondage)
and illegal salary deductions by employers.

6. Thailand’s higher wages (minimum wage is 300
baht/day) and increased economic opportunities
have increasingly made Thailand a destination
country for trafficking victims from Myanmar, Laos
and Cambodia and a transit country for victims
moving on to Malaysia, Singapore, the Middle East
and elsewhere.

7. In the northern areas of Thailand, such as Chi-
ang Rai, Mae Hong Son and Chiang Mai provinc-
es, lack of citizenship, poverty and low education
makes highland women and girls particularly vulner-
able to being trafficked in the sex industry.

8. Women from low-income families often volun-
tarily enter the commercial sex industry in search
of a better life, only to be exploited, abused and
forced into sex work in cities like Bangkok, Phuket,
Pattaya and Phang Nga.

9. According to the United Nations Inter-Agency
Project on Human Trafficking (UNIAP), children beg-
ging on the streets of Bangkok or other tourist hubs
in Thailand are often rented or sold by their families
or guardians - knowingly or through deception.
Traffickers along the border of Myanmar and
Thailand have been reported to offer on-the-spot
sums of around 4,000 baht per month to desperate
parents for their children to sell flowers in Bangkok.

10. Promises of lucrative jobs overseas, such as
working as massage therapists, are used to lure
Thai women and girls abroad and they are then
forced them into sex work. Most traffickers and
establishment owners control migrant sex workers
through debt bondage, placing restrictions on their
freedom and ability to safeguard their own health -
including how many clients they should “entertain”
and whether or not condoms are used.

11. Combination of economic pressures, language
and legal status constraints, and lack of information
puts migrant populations at especially high risk of
labour exploitation and trafficking in Thailand. It is
common practice for those who are vulnerable to
be promised work on a ship, only to find once they
are out to sea that they will not be getting paid and
may be held on the boat for months, or even years.

It is everyone's responsibility to stop human trafficking. If you see something suspicious, call 1300, a toll free Thai and English language

hotline operated by the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security, or contact the police.
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