
DARRION CALDWELL TO DEFEND
BELLATOR BANTAMWEIGHT
CHAMPIONSHIP AGAINST LEANDRO HIGO
ON 3 MARCH
WOMEN’S FLYWEIGHT MATCHUP KRISTINA WILLIAMS UP
AGAINST EMILY DUCOTE

ASIA, 1 MARCH 2018 – The Bellator bantamweight championship will be up for grabs when

Darrion Caldwell (11-1) makes his first title defense against Leandro Higo (18-3) at Bellator 195

inside WinStar World Casino and Resort in Thackerville, Okla., the same venue where “The

Wolf” captured the belt earlier this year. With International Women’s Day happening on 8

March, it is fitting that the spotlight will also shine on the women’s flyweight matchup between

Kristina Williams and Emily Ducote in Bellator 195.

The event will air live on Paramount Channel on 3 March, Saturday at 9am (TH) and 10am

(MY), with a same day primetime repeat telecast at 9pm (TH) and 10pm (MY). It will also air on

MTV Asia and MTVph in the “MTV Presents: Bellator MMA on Paramount Channel” block on 9

March, Friday at 10.20pm (WIB), 11.20pm (SG / PH) and 12.20am (MY – 10 March, Saturday).

“Darrion Caldwell is an exciting young fighter that has worked his way to the top of a very

competitive bantamweight division to become a world champion,” Bellator President Scott

Coker said. “I’m excited to see what he can do in his first title defense against Leandro Higo,

who is an incredibly tough competitor with the ability to submit his opponent at any time. The

fans are in for a great matchup between these two grapplers.” Caldwell has been on a steady

ascension to championship status since signing with Bellator in 2014. Ahead of his

championship victory over Eduardo Dantas at Bellator 184, which brought his Bellator record to

8-1, the 30-year-old collected five wins by way of first-round knockout or submission. The run

was highlighted by a remarkable stoppage of former multi-division champion Joe Warren.

Hailing from Rahway, N.J. and training alongside Bellator standouts Phil Davis and Justin

Lawrence at Alliance MMA in San Diego, Calif., “The Wolf” also serves as one of the main

sparring partners of former UFC bantamweight champ Dominick Cruz.



Higo signed with Bellator in February riding an eight-fight win-streak and earned the Legacy

Fighting Alliance 135-pound crown in the process. Fresh off an impressive win against Joe

Taimanglo, the 28-year-old Pitbull Brothers product also competed on The Ultimate Fighter:

Brazil 4 in 2015. A proud carrier of the Olympic torch ahead of the 2016 Summer Games in

Brazil, “Pitbull” will now set his sights on carrying the torch in Bellator’s bantamweight division.

Kristina Williams (1-0) VS Emily Ducote (6-3)

Making her debut earlier at last October’s Bellator 185 event, Kristina Williams stole the

headlines when she destroyed opponent Heather Hardy. She will be looking to capitalize on this

victory and move into contention for Bellator 195 where she will be up against Emily Ducote.

Ducote, on the other hand, will be coming on strong in a comeback effort to add another win to

her current (6-3) standing. The veteran has been focusing on self-improvement in all aspects of

mixed martial arts (MMA) and will be banking on her MMA experience to win the match as

Williams is only taking on her second pro fight this round.

Bellator 195: Caldwell vs. Higo Fight Card:

Bantamweight World Title Main Event: Darrion Caldwell (11-1) vs. Leandro Higo (18-3)

Joe Warren (15-6) vs. Joe Taimanglo (23-8)

Kristina Williams (1-0) vs. Emily Ducote (6-3)

Juan Archuleta (18-1) vs. William Joplin (17-14)

****
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available to nearly 1 billion people worldwide in over 160 countries. In the United States,

Bellator can be seen on Paramount Network (formerly Spike), the combat sports television
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Paramount Channel is a 24-hour television network featuring the movies of Paramount
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