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Rabobank and Copa-Cogeca: storage capacity grain and oilseeds is not sufficient, investment in infrastructure needed

New research carried out by Rabobank and Copa-Cogeca shows investment must be stepped up to improve infrastructures and storage capacity in the EU grain and oilseeds sector. This would maximize trade and ensure that EU livestock producers have good access to feed. Huge investment opportunities exist here and projects must be included in the 315 billion Junker investment plan, Copa-Cogeca said. Rabobank highlights that the EU grain and oilseeds supply chain offers many investment opportunities. In 2014, a bigger than usual EU grain harvest was seen and this is expected to continue until 2024, new EU Commission forecasts state. The EU became the world’s top wheat export market this year and will be the cornerstone of trade in the future. Storage capacity is currently not sufficient and will not be in 2024 unless action is taken. 

Max Schulman, Chairman of Copa-Cogeca cereals working party said “The study is very timely in view of the bumper harvest this year and the difficulties foreseen in commodity flows in the next decades. The trend in cereals productivity confirms that more commodities from the hinterland will be transported. Players must solve the current bottlenecks in storage infrastructures to capture this long-term potential and to maximize trade worldwide. Storage capacity needs to be more strategic if farmers are to benefit from the Single Market”. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Vito Martielli, Grains and Oilseeds analyst from Rabobank said: “EU logistic infrastructures for grains and oilseeds offer investment opportunities. Eastern Europe will be the main area of growth due to yield and export potential. This presents opportunities for large global players and western European collectors wanting to diversify sourcing options. Germany and France are expected to see growth mainly in inland origination. Players with pan-European ambitions should increase sourcing opportunities in Eastern Europe through logistical assets, be present in destination countries in Southern Europe, and by strengthening of inland origination in their domestic countries.” 

Copa-Cogeca consequently urges the EU to ensure that projects for this are included in the 315 billion euros Juncker Investment Plan as there is a huge potential to boost growth and jobs upstream and downstream and get more people back to work. Copa-Cogeca believes that the EU agriculture sector must be a key element in the plan as it plays a strong role in strengthening the economy especially in EU rural areas. Yet out of the 1000 applications already waiting, very few or none relate to agriculture. This must be revised.









Contact details Copa-Cogeca 

Amanda Cheesley, Press Officer, Copa-Cogeca
Tel. :  + 32 (0)2 287 27 90
Mobile +32 (0) 474 84 08 36
Amanda.cheesley@copa-cogeca.eu

WWW.copa-cogeca.eu


Contact details Rabobank

For more information about this publication please contact its author Vito Martielli:
vito.martielli@rabobank.com +31 30 71 23821

For other information, please contact Rabobank press office: 
M.Wijgerden@rn.rabobank.nl +31 30 21 60967

For your social media ready version of this press release:
http://rabobank-food-agribusiness-research.pressdoc.com

www.rabobank.com/f&a

Follow us on Twitter:
@rabofoodagri


NOTE
1. The report/presentation attached is sent specifically to enable journalists to do their work, i.e. as the basis for an article or news report, or as preparation for a telephone or personal interview with a content expert. In line with good journalistic practice, a reference to the source would be appreciated
1. Please note that is it expressly forbidden to forward the attached report/presentation in any form to third parties, or to publish this report either partially or entirely on a website.
1. Rabobank has recently updated the distribution lists for Food & Agribusiness Research reports. If you have no interest in further receiving this information, please let us know and we will remove your email address promptly.
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