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FOODTECH STARTUP REDUCED RAISES A
€385K PRE-SEED ROUND FROM
ROCKSTART AND IMPACT CAPITAL
PARTNERS
REDUCED  PLANS TO USE THE FUNDING TO BUILD A
PRODUCTION FACILITY FOR THEIR NEW PRODUCT LINE OF
NATURAL FLAVOR ENHANCERS

Amsterdam, July 20, 2021: Rockstart, global accelerator-VC, announces its co-investment in

Reduced, a Rockstart AgriFood portfolio company. The €385k pre-seed round was led by

Impact Capital Partners with Rockstart as co-investor. The startup plans to use the funding to

 build a production facility for a new product line of natural flavor enhancers, which they have

been testing at the Technological Institute of Denmark.

 

Reduced creates food products from upcycled produce with a focus on deep and intense umami

flavors. In less than a year, they have taken four products to market and obtained a noticeable

distribution in Danish retail. The company has created a supply chain of upcycled produce by

collaborating with major Danish food and agriculture companies. Most importantly, Reduced

has created a unique process of making flavor enhancers from upcycled animal protein ready to

scale. The organic and clean label flavor enhancers generate a significant rise in umami when

added to foods. It could be a gamechanger in the USD 160 billion global market of soups, sauces

and condiments.

With this investment, they will also start a broader distribution of their existing products made

from upcycled produce. These products will be category-defining and make a significant impact

in the growing segment of upcycled food products. 

⏲

https://rockstart.pr.co/
https://www.reduced.dk/


“Side streams within the food industry are currently a huge contributor to food
waste. Reduced has shown that these side streams also represent an
underutilised resource as ingredients for quality products. When we initially
invested, we were impressed with how the founders, Emil and William, had
been able to develop and launch products with lightning speed. That intensity
has continued, and we are delighted to continue to back Reduced as they lead
the way in bringing high quality upcycled food products to the market under the
Reduced brand.”
— Mark Durno, Managing Partner AgriFood, Rockstart

“We want to change how the world sees food resources, and we believe we
can do this by creating extremely well-tasting upcycled food products. The
funding will allow us to build the production plant for the flavor enhancers and
scale our distribution. We are excited to have Impact Capital Partners and
Rockstart on board and our private investors. It's a huge opportunity to have
such a strong group of investors who understand food production and taste's
importance in the future of food”
— Emil Munck de Voos, Co-founder, Reduced

The AgriFood fund is Rockstart’s first fund launched in 2019. In May 2021, Rockstart

announced the closing of the fund at €22m with the participation of Vaekstfonden’s Green

Future Fund, alongside informal investors and global dairy cooperative Arla Foods. Rockstart

AgriFood has invested in 20 startups since its launch in mid-2019, making the fund one of the

most active AgriFood investors in the world. The Rockstart AgriFood portfolio companies have

collectively raised >€10m in total thus far. Rockstart AgriFood received more than 600

applications in the last three months and is planning to make new investments this summer.

---

About Reduced

Reduced is an innovative food production company based in Copenhagen, Denmark.  Reduce

specialises in creating high quality food products made from organic surplus produce. Their

mission is to reduce food waste by using vegetables, protein and other sources of nutrition left

over from the conventional food industry. Always with a focus on taste, quality and

sustainability.

https://rockstart.pr.co/198728-rockstart-agrifood-makes-final-close-at-22-m
https://www.rockstart.com/agrifood/agrifood-2021/
https://www.reduced.dk/


ABOUT ROCKSTART

Rockstart is a global accelerator-VC that empowers purpose-driven founders on their way to success across
three domains: Energy, AgriFood, and Emerging Technologies. Since its inception in 2011, Rockstart has
invested in more than 250 startups and its alumni value to date is more than €1/2bn. Rockstart is an international
team of +35 professionals dedicated to empowering purpose-driven founders to become scalable and change
the world for the better. Rockstart has notable exits such as Wercker, Bouw7, iClinic and in 2021 3D Hubs and
Brincr. The company has offices in Amsterdam, The Netherlands, Copenhagen, Denmark and Bogota,
Colombia.
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