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"What is beautiful?" is one of the most frequently asked questions in art – to this day. But

opinions were divided already about the works of the sculptors Auguste Rodin and Wilhelm

Lehmbruck: “A crime against art” and “hysterical deformation” on the one hand, “the most

perfect thing sculpture has produced in years” on the other. Today Rodin and Lehmbruck are

regarded as masters of modernism and their works as icons of 20th century sculpture.
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While art production in the 19th century was governed by Academicism and Neoclassicism, the

category of “beauty” in art has been seen in an increasingly harsh light since Modernism. The

“beautiful” is no longer regarded as the “true” and “good”, but on the contrary as the

“beautified”, “flattering” and therefore “untrue.” At the beginning of the 20th century, the

concept of “beauty” thus saw a poignant reinterpretation, which Auguste Rodin summarised as

follows: “That which is ugly in art is that which is false and artificial – that which aims at being

pretty instead of being expressive [expressif].”

Although contemporary criticism was divided in the assessment of his art, Rodin’s oeuvre is a

decisive influence on the next generation of artists. Lehmbruck, too, his junior by 41 years,

keeps coming back to Rodin, and thus affinities of motif and form can be found in both the early

and major works of the two artists. Unlike Rodin, Lehmbruck develops an aesthetic based on a

new understanding of proportion. His formal language is clear and calm and yet anti-classical.

His main concern is to represent an inner reality, to capture an expression, create a new artistic

ideal beyond traditional ideas of beauty. The famous “Gothic” elongation of his figures reveals a

desire to find a new form for human nature. Lehmbruck is not interested in individual

resemblance but in a new idea of beauty which has marked the modernist image of man until

today.

With its anniversary exhibition, the Lehmbruck Museum for the first time undertakes a re-

evaluation of the idea of beauty in an exhibition focused on Lehmbruck, Rodin and modern

sculpture. The exhibition does not unfold along strictly chronological lines but highlights

instead moments in which a new development emerges. In incisive settings, works by

contemporaries and younger artists such as Alexander Archipenko, Hans (Jean) Arp,

Constantin Brancusi, Alfred Boucher, Camille Claudel, Berlinde De Bruyckere and Henri

Matisse are juxtaposed with the works of the two main protagonists.

Comprising more than a hundred works and loans from national and international museums

such as the Musée Rodin in Paris, the Gemeentemuseum in The Hague, the Hamburger

Kunsthalle, the Pinakothek der Moderne in Munich and the Centre Pompidou in Paris, this

exhibition project offers a number of major exhibits never before presented in this context. The

show is a comprehensive tribute to the famous artist and son of the city of Duisburg who during

his lifetime celebrated his biggest artistic successes in Paris and the US. It explores the question

of which qualities and characteristics of art fascinate people from the most diverse cultures,

societies and age groups today. What is it that makes people stop at the works of Lehmbruck

and Rodin to try and feel their essence?



ÜBER LEHMBRUCKMUSEUM

In einem der reizvollsten Museumsbauten der Nachkriegszeit präsentiert das LehmbruckMuseum eine
einzigartige Sammlung moderner Skulptur. Ausgehend vom Werk Lehmbrucks begegnen sich hier Primitivismus
und Kubismus, Abstraktion und Expressionismus, Konstruktivismus und Minimalismus – in Werken von Picasso,
Barlach, Brancusi, Dali, Magritte, Beuys oder Serra. Zudem verfügt das Museum über Deutschlands
bedeutendste Giacometti-Werkgruppe. Wegweisende Wechselausstellungen und Veranstaltungen sowie die
überregional beachtete Kunstvermittlung ergänzen die Sammlung und machen das Haus zu einem Ort der
Kommunikation zwischen Mensch und Kunst.

The "Beauty" exhibition is sponsored by the Landschaftsverband Rheinland (LVR), the

Sparkassen-Kulturstiftung Rheinland, the Sparkasse Duisburg and the Ministry of Culture and

Science of North Rhine-Westphalia. The catalogue accompanying the exhibition is sponsored by

the Ernst von Siemens Kunststiftung.
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