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Liquid Identities – Lynn Hershman Leeson 
Identities in the 21st Century 

Lynn Hershman Leeson is one of the most influential international media artists; she has received 

numerous awards, including ZKM’s Siemens International Media Art Award (1995) and the Prix Ars 

Electronica (1999). In the exhibition “Liquid Identities” her oeuvre will be presented for the first 

time in dialogue with pieces by Cindy Sherman, Sophie Calle, Laurie Simmons, Mike Kelley, and 

Paul Thek, all of whom address the subject of “liquid”, flowing identities in their practice. 

Hershman Leeson’s oeuvre has also had a lasting influence on a younger generation of artists, as 

selected works by Aram Bartholl and Sidsel Meineche Hansen will show. 

From her first sculptures, installations and performances, Hershman Leeson has consistently 

explored aspects of identity policies. New forms of representation and communication channels 

opened up by the internet offer us the chance to play ever new roles and assume self-created 

identities that provide alternatives to our “real” identity. What is real, what is fictitious, and what 

constitutes our identity today? The exhibition “Liquid Identities” will give an extensive overview of 

the oeuvre of a pioneering artist and present groundbreaking works from the last fifty years: from 

sculptures, photography and spatial installations to interactive and web-based works, the 

exhibition will show how our concept of identity has also been changed by biotechnologies. In her 

most recent works, Hershman Leeson uses not only contemporary mass communication devices 

such as smartphones but also investigates new scientific developments in regenerative medicine 

and genetic research, shifting the focus of her work from Artificial Intelligence to Artificial Life. 

The Lehmbruck Museum presented Lynn Hershman Leeson’s early key work “Lorna” (1979-84) as 

early as 1997 in the first museum exhibition of interactive digital art, “InterAct!”. One of the 

artist’s most important interactive installations, “Room of One’s Own” (1993) has been in the 

collection of the Lehmbruck Museum since 2000, which makes this museum a pioneer in the 

exhibition and conservation of digital art. 

 

The exhibition “Liquid Identities. Lynn Hershman Leeson” is presented as part of a co-operation based on the exhibition “Lynn 

Hershman Leeson. Civic Radar”, produced by the ZKM | Center for Art and Media Karlsruhe. 

 

Supported by Kunststiftung NRW, the Ministry for Family, Children, Youth, Culture and Sport of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia 

and Sparkasse Duisburg. 
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Short biography 

Lynn Hershman Leeson (*1941) studied at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland and San 

Francisco State University. From 1993 to 2004 she was Professor of Electronic Arts at the 

University of California at Davis where she became Emeritus, before accepting a Chair at The San 

Francisco Art Institute. She was also A.D. White Professor at Cornell University, and Visiting Artist 

at the New School for Social Engagement. Over the years, Hershman Leeson has received 

numerous awards and distinctions, including ZKM’s Siemens International Media Art Award in 

1995 and the 2010/11 DAM Digital Art Award (DDAA). Her works have been shown in more than 

200 big exhibitions across the globe and can be found in the collections of renowned museums 

and private collectors. She lives and works in San Francisco, USA. 

 

Works in the exhibition 

 

 

Lynn Hershman Leeson, Roberta Breitmore 
Construction Chart#1, 1975, C-Print, ©Lynn 
Hershman Leeson 

Lynn Hershman Leeson, Reach, 1987, silver 
gelatin print, ©Lynn Hershman Leeson 

Sophie Calle, Hotel #24, 1981, 
diptychon, photography, text, ©Sophie 
Calle 

Cindy Sherman, Untitled Film Still #2, 1977, 
silver gelatin print,©Cindy Sherman ©Metro 
Pictures [photo: Kunstmuseum Wolfsburg] 


