
Blacknight SME Awards Celebrate the ‘Stickiness’ of
Irish SMEs
Corporate inversions and international tax avoidance may make the headlines,
but here's to the local heroes whose ties run deep
06 APRIL 2016, CARLOW, IRELAND

SUMMARY

Ordinary SMEs are the lifeblood of economies the world over, but too often the headlines are

focused on multinationals. The Blacknight SME Awards next weekend will celebrate the local heroes

of Irish business.

The finalists have been announced for the Blacknight SME Awards which will be held on April 16 at
the Radisson Blu Hotel in Cork.

Over 80 companies are represented, ranging from garage startups to well established firms,
competing in 15 different categories.

Those categories highlight the diversity of Irish SMEs: from old family businesses, to those run by
under-30s; both online and ‘bricks & mortar’; from food and drink to digital; with categories for
community and environmentally minded businesses.

What unites them all is the fact that they play a critical role in the health of national economies,
accounting for over 99% of all businesses according to CSO and EU statistics. The OECD reports
that two thirds of all jobs in its member countries are provided by SMEs.

“SMEs are the lifeblood of the economy”, says Damien Mulley, organiser of the Blacknight SME
Awards. “They employ way more than the Googles and the Facebooks, don't get the press and pay a
lot more tax."

More significantly, he says SMEs are ‘sticky’. Their ties run deep in the communities where they live
and work. While corporate inversions and international tax avoidance make the headlines, there’s a
lot to be said for a company that knows its place.

That’s a fact which is not lost on Michele Neylon, CEO of Blacknight, the Carlow-based internet
services company which is the headline sponsor of the awards for the second year running.

“You take a small business”, says Neylon. “They're not going to pack up their bags in the morning and
move. They’re going to stay around, because they have ties to the local community. But a big



faceless multinational corporation doesn’t give a damn about Ireland”.

As an Irish entrepreneur, he has very definite ideas about the appropriate way to celebrate the SME
community: starting with not charging people to enter the competition in the first place.

“The beautiful thing about the SME Awards is that they’re free to enter, so there’s none of this kind of
rubbish where you have to pay to play. If you’re a small business starting out, every cent counts;
every euro counts. You don’t want to be spending money entering awards which you may or may not
get. What’s the actual return on investment on that?”

Hosted by RTÉ presenter Rick O’Shea, the Blacknight SME Awards returns to the Radisson Blu Hotel
in Cork on April 16. Tickets are just €30 on sale from smeawards.ie and the dress code is informal
for an event billed as an opportunity for SMEs to let their hair down and enjoy a well-earned pat on
the back!

Blacknight SME Awards
http://smeawards.ie

Blacknight
http://blacknight.com
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ABOUT BLACKNIGHT

Blacknight (http://www.blacknight.com/) are an Irish based, ICANN accredited domain registrar and hosting
company. Recipients of several awards for their revolutionary use of social media, Blacknight are one of Europe’s
most cutting edge Internet companies. Blacknight constantly seek to lead the way by introducing innovative
solutions for its client base and provide dedicated servers and co-location as well as a comprehensive range of
Microsoft Windows and Linux based hosting plans and domain name registration services to business globally. IP
transit services and other solutions for more demanding business and academic customers are offered a la carte.
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